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City of Port Allen Smart Growth Planning Workshop
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A “Kick-off Meeting” will be held on August 29th, Monday night at 6:30 pm at Port Allen City Hall to initiate the City of Port Allen Smart Growth Master Plan.  This will be the first of several opportunities Port Allen residents, business owners, and property owners will have to provide input into the planning process that will help to shape the city over the next ten years. Planners will describe the process and schedule for the project, introduce consulting engineers, economic development specialists, and planners, and demonstrate successful outcomes as examples of how Port Allen can benefit from vigorous participation in this unique opportunity.

The Smart Growth Master Plan is being funded through a Resiliency Grant awarded to West Baton Rouge Parish by the Louisiana Office of Community Development. The funds were made available as part of Hurricane Ike and Gustav recovery efforts through a Federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). Some of the CDBG funds were targeted for planning to help Louisiana communities grow in ways that will improve their ability to withstand and recover promptly from future disasters. 

ERM (Environmental Resources Management) was selected as the lead planner for the project and has 25 years experience providing award-winning planning assistance to Louisiana communities. Most importantly, “Our firm does not do studies,” says Patrick Moore, Partner at ERM. “Studies are good, but they tend to be put on a shelf and gather dust. Our plans are working documents that help communities get organized, get prepared, and get moving on implementation.”

ERM’s consultant team also includes local engineers, economic development and neighborhood revitalization specialists, and business development specialists who will translate citizens’ vision for the future of the community into a realistic roadmap for future growth and development. “We approach each city as a unique combination of natural, human, and economic assets,” says Nathan Gaspard, ERM Senior Planner. “Our process will find opportunities to merge those assets with the vision of the community and create a plan for the future that expresses the unique character of Port Allen. That is why citizen involvement is so important.” 
- Ends -

Notes to Editors:

About the City of Port Allen

Port Allen is strategically located between Interstate 10 and US Highway 190 on the west bank of the Mississippi River. Port Allen is the governmental center of West Baton Rouge Parish, and offers many goods and services to its residents and others located in rural areas of the parish. 

Having taken pride in its schools, Port Allen keeps tradition and high technology working in harmony. Several of Port Allen's schools have undergone significant renovations. Port Allen Middle School has recently been placed on the National Register of Historic Places. Constant updating of academic programs prepares Port Allen's young people to meet the new century with open arms.

For more information:   www.portallen.org
About ERM

Environmental Resources Management (ERM) is a leading global provider of environmental, health and safety, risk, and social consulting services. The company delivers innovative solutions for business and government clients, helping them understand and manage their impacts on the world around them. Founded in the UK in 1971 and the US in 1977, ERM has 140 offices in 39 countries and employs approximately 3,800 staff.

ERM has a well established reputation as one of the world's leading providers of environmental management and technical consulting services.  It has more than 30 years' experience working with clients in the private and public sectors to help them address environmental concerns and challenges within their organisations.  The structure of the company enables it to assemble project teams with the best possible mix of technical expertise and geographic proximity to its clients' locations.
For more information:   www.erm.com
